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Since its inception, the Canadian Coalition for Youth, Peace & Security
(CCYPS) has actively advanced the integration of Youth, Peace and
Security (YPS) within Canada’s peace and security policy landscape.
Recognizing the inherent synergies between YPS and Women, Peace and
Security (WPS) agendas, CCYPS has advocated for a nuanced approach to
mainstream YPS through Canada’s longstanding WPS commitments. By
leveraging strategic partnerships, collaborative policy influence, and cross-
sectoral advocacy, CCYPS has enabled a broadened peace and security
framework that holistically addresses the needs of youth while honouring
gendered perspectives.

Why the Integration of WPS and YPS is Strategic

The synergy between WPS and YPS is not only pragmatic but critical. Both
agendas emphasize the importance of inclusive, sustainable peacebuilding
by highlighting often-overlooked voices and fostering equality. Integrating
YPS within WPS provides a streamlined, comprehensive approach to
peace and security that recognizes youth as active peacebuilders, leaders,
and agents of change. As young people[1] face unique challenges in
accessing__peacebuilding__roles, merging YPS within existing WPS
frameworks brings critical youth voices into a policy sphere historically
dominated by older, often male, actors.

This integration holds additional strategic value for policy coherence and
implementation. By working within the WPS agenda, YPS goals can benefit
from the existing structures, resources, and momentum of WPS initiatives,
enabling Canadian policymakers to embrace youth perspectives without
requiring entirely new frameworks. This approach not only simplifies the
policy-making process but also facilitates a smoother and more impactful
implementation phase. CCYPS’s advocacy for a WPS-YPS synergistic
approach is a strategic investment in achieving a holistic peace strategy
that fosters intergenerational equity, inclusive security, and sustained
peace.

[1] Although there is no universal definition of ‘young people’ or ‘youth’. The CCYPS observes the widely recognized
age range of individuals being 18 to 30.
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https://www.un.org/peacebuilding/policy-issues-and-partnerships/policy/youth
https://www.un.org/peacebuilding/policy-issues-and-partnerships/policy/youth
https://wps.unwomen.org/preventing/
https://wps.unwomen.org/preventing/
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/gender_equality-egalite_des_genres/women_peace_security-femmes_paix_securite.aspx?lang=eng
https://eca.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2023/03/young-women-in-peace-and-security-at-the-intersection-of-the-yps-and-wps-agendas
https://unoy.org/downloads/the-missing-peace/
https://unoy.org/downloads/the-missing-peace/
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/00108367211007873
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/00108367211007873
https://www.canadayps.org/wps
https://www.canadayps.org/wps

Building the Foundation for WPS-YPS Synergy in
Canada

CCYPS was founded to elevate youth voices in Canadian peace and
security dialogues, filling a critical gap in the representation of young
people in policy discussions on matters of peace and security. Although
Canada’s commitment to the WPS agenda has been demonstrated
through its National Action Plans (CNAP), there remained a limited focus on
youth as stakeholders within peace and security frameworks. CCYPS
identified this gap as an opportunity to align the WPS and YPS agendas,
thereby leveraging Canada’s existing WPS commitments to advance youth
participation.

By situating YPS within WPS discussions, CCYPS has fostered a mutually
reinforcing dynamic where young_ peacebuilders are recognized as
essential stakeholders, with distinct perspectives that are complementary
to those advanced by WPS. This alignment has enabled CCYPS to amplify
youth voices on issues largely understood by Canadian policymakers,
creating an effective entry point for YPS within established policy
frameworks.

Collahorative Advocacy and Strategic Partnerships

A cornerstone of CCYPS’s approach has been collaborative advocacy with
WPS stakeholders to shape Canada’s peace and security policies.
Through joint initiatives, CCYPS has been able to increase awareness of
youth-specific security challenges and demonstrate how these intersect
with gendered issues. By participating in WPS consultative spaces,
engaging with gender-focused organizations, and conducting joint
advocacy campaigns, CCYPS has strategically embedded the YPS agenda
within Canadian policy discussions.

CCYPS has actively engaged with Global Affairs Canada, the Department
of National Defence, and Women and Gender Equality Canada to
underscore the critical need for youth voices in their WPS frameworks.
Recognizing that CNAP3 (2023-2029) includes intersections with
cybersecurity, climate, and security, CCYPS has strategically advocated

for the inclusion of youth perspectives in each of these areas. This
approach highlights the interconnectedness of these issues with YPS
priorities, reinforcing the comprehensive and inclusive approach to peace
and security that CCYPS champions.



https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/gender_equality-egalite_des_genres/cnap_wps-pnac_fps.aspx?lang=eng
https://wpsn-canada.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/WPSNC_Progress-Report_Sept-2021_final-low-res.pdf
https://wpsn-canada.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/WPSNC_Progress-Report_Sept-2021_final-low-res.pdf
https://wpsn-canada.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/WPSNC_CNAP-WPS-Gains-Gaps-Goals_March-2021-4.pdf
https://wpsn-canada.org/2020/12/09/why-empowerment-is-no-longer-enough/
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/gender_equality-egalite_des_genres/cnap_wps-pnac_fps.aspx?lang=eng
https://wpsn-canada.org/what-we-do/publications-and-reports/fostering-feminist-peace-at-home-implications-for-cnap3-2023/

Strengthening Youth Engagement in Canada’s WPS
Strategy

In addition to policy influence, CCYPS’s integration of YPS into Canada’s
WPS strategy has emphasized the importance of youth engagement. By
creating platforms for youth to directly contribute to peace and security
dialogues, CCYPS has not only advanced the YPS agenda but has
demonstrated the efficacy of a youth-inclusive approach to peacebuilding.

Through its thematic working groups, such as those on Government
Advocacy, Queering_YPS, and Education and Capacity-Enhancement,
CCYPS has provided targeted spaces for youth engagement. These
working groups enable members to address issues relevant to their
experiences while positioning YPS within broader WPS discussions. In this
way, CCYPS has mainstreamed YPS within Canada’s peace and security
discourse, allowing young peacebuilders to engage in advocacy, policy
consultations, and peer support.

CCYPS also introduced initiatives like the Beyond Tokenism toolkit, which

focuses on fostering genuine youth participation and addresses common
pitfalls in youth engagement. The toolkit is part of CCYPS’s effort to
redefine youth roles within peace and security and to encourage genuine,
systematized inclusion of young voices in policy-making processes. This
toolkit, along with other CCYPS members’ publications, supports a
narrative shift that moves beyond tokenism toward recognizing youth as
capable and essential stakeholders.



https://www.canadayps.org/advocacy
https://www.canadayps.org/advocacy
https://www.canadayps.org/qps
https://www.canadayps.org/more-than-tokens

Key Successes in Policy Influence and Broader
Engagement

Through a combination of policy advocacy, partnerships, and direct
engagement, CCYPS has made significant strides in promoting YPS within
the WPS framework. Key areas of success include:

Fostering Partnerships to Embed YPS in WPS Initiatives

CCYPS has cultivated alliances with WPS actors, including the Women,
Peace and Security Network-Canada (WPSN-C), several government
departments and offices, as well as civil society organizations,
underscoring the critical role of youth in peacebuilding. Collaborative
approaches, such as the WPSN-C’s analysis pieces on Canada’s WPS
priorities, illustrate CCYPS’s dedication to positioning youth as co-creators
within Canada’s peace and security framework.

Policy Advocacy and Consultations
By actively participating in consultative processes like the WPS Dialogues

FPS, Feminist Foreign Policy “white paper,” and the forthcoming Canada-
Africa Strategy, CCYPS has advocated for systemic recognition of YPS, in
the WPS agenda. The coalition’s engagement in these forums ensures that
young people are considered in national and international peacebuilding
dialogues, strengthening policy coherence and advancing the goals of the
YPS agenda.

Research, Publications, and Educational Resources

CCYPS has produced several resources to foster better understanding of
YPS. Publications such as the Beyond Tokenism toolkit and targeted policy
briefs inform stakeholders about the practical implications of integrating
YPS within WPS, thereby providing a basis for action-oriented dialogue
among policymakers and civil society.

Direct Youth Engagement and Advocacy Platforms
Through initiatives like the Nerd-Out YPS Podcast and thematic working

groups, CCYPS has created unique platforms for youth voices to influence
policy. These platforms offer young leaders the opportunity to engage in
policy conversations, provide peer learning spaces, and directly impact
Canada’s commitments to YPS through ongoing advocacy.



https://www.canadayps.org/collaboration
https://wpsn-canada.org/
https://wpsn-canada.org/
https://wpsn-canada.org/what-we-do/publications-and-reports/
https://wpsn-canada.org/what-we-do/publications-and-reports/
https://wpsn-canada.org/consultations/wps-dialogue-fps/
https://wpsn-canada.org/consultations/wps-dialogue-fps/
https://www.amnesty.ca/what-we-do/feminist-foreign-policy/
https://www.canada.ca/en/global-affairs/news/2024/08/launch-of-public-consultations-on-canadas-approach-to-partnerships-in-africa.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/global-affairs/news/2024/08/launch-of-public-consultations-on-canadas-approach-to-partnerships-in-africa.html
https://www.canadayps.org/more-than-tokens
https://www.canadayps.org/nerd-out-yps-podcast

CCYPS’s YPS Wins Through the WPS-YPS Strategy

CCYPS’s strategy to embed YPS within Canada’s WPS framework has led to several %ﬂ

significant “wins,” demonstrating how integrating these agendas can yield tangible

outcomes for both policy and practice. These achievements reflect the coalition’s L ,%// / //
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strategic efforts to prioritize YPS principles, particularly the experiences and needs
of young women, within the peace and security sector.

Successful Integration of Youth in Canada’s WPS National Action Plan
(CNAP3)

CCYPS’s persistent advocacy has contributed to the integration of YPS priorities within
Canada’s third National Action Plan on Women, Peace, and Security (CNAP3). The
coalition championed the inclusion of youth perspectives across key areas such as
climate security, cybersecurity, and community-based peacebuilding. CNAP3 now
formally recognizes the role of youth in tackling these complex issues, resulting in a
broader policy framework that reflects today’s interconnected peace and security
challenges. Importantly, CNAP3 also pledges funding for YPS initiatives through Global
Affairs Canada’s peace and security programs. This inclusion is a significant win for
CCYPS, as it validates youth-led contributions within a formal policy document and
ensures that youth-specific concerns are addressed at the highest levels of Canadian
peace and security policy. Notably, it also marks the first Canadian foreign policy to
acknowledge and actively advance the YPS resolutions.

Amplification of Youth Voices at High-Profile Forums

CCYPS has been instrumental in creating opportunities for young Canadians to engage
in high-profile peace and security forums, such as the Women Foreign Ministers’
Meeting at the invitation of the Minister of Foreign Affairs, regular exchanges with the
Office of the Women, Peace and Security Ambassador, and briefings with key
government departments and ministerial offices. Through these platforms, CCYPS has
uplifted young peacebuilders to share their experiences and insights directly with
policymakers. By securing these opportunities, CCYPS has not only amplified youth
voices but also fostered a deeper understanding among decision-makers of the unique
challenges youth face in peacebuilding, ultimately leading to informed and responsive
policy actions that recognize the essential contributions of young people.



https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/gender_equality-egalite_des_genres/cnap_wps-pnac_fps.aspx?lang=eng
https://wpsn-canada.org/what-we-do/publications-and-reports/foundations-for-peace-in-turbulent-times-analysis-of-canadas-third-national-action-plan-on-women-peace-security/
https://wpsn-canada.org/what-we-do/publications-and-reports/foundations-for-peace-in-turbulent-times-analysis-of-canadas-third-national-action-plan-on-women-peace-security/
https://www.canada.ca/en/global-affairs/news/2024/09/minister-joly-to-co-host-women-foreign-ministers-meeting-in-toronto.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/global-affairs/news/2024/09/minister-joly-to-co-host-women-foreign-ministers-meeting-in-toronto.html
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/gender_equality-egalite_des_genres/women_peace_security-femmes_paix_securite-rep.aspx?lang=eng

Emphasis on Young Women in Canada’s Statement to the UN Security
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WPS, Canada emphasized the importance of supporting young women through its
implementation of WPS. This statement, which highlighted the unique contributions and
needs of young women peacebuilders, is a direct result of CCYPS’s advocacy. By
working closely with Canadian policymakers, CCYPS has successfully made the case
for including young women as essential voices in peace and security discussions,
ensuring that Canada’s international commitments reflect an inclusive and gender-
sensitive approach to YPS. The focus on young women in Canada’s statement
represents a significant recognition of their role in peacebuilding, marking a milestone
for YPS advocates and positioning Canada as a leader in addressing the intersection of
gender and youth in security policies.

Resource Development and Youth Engagement Initiatives

CCYPS’s publications, such as the Beyond Tokenism toolkit, are essential resources
that support meaningful youth engagement and offer practical guidance on integrating
young people into peace and security policy. These resources are widely shared within
Canada’s peace and security community, reflecting CCYPS’s commitment to
establishing sustainable pathways for youth participation. The development of these
tools, alongside educational initiatives such as the Nerd-Out YPS Podcast, has
strengthened youth advocacy in Canada, promoting informed, practical approaches to
integrating YPS into WPS discussions.

Elevating Young Women’s Perspectives in Policy Implementation

One of CCYPS’s key wins has been the emphasis on young women’s roles within both
domestic and international YPS spaces. The coalition has advocated for the
representation of young women in policy implementation processes, particularly within
Canada’s WPS initiatives. By highlighting the specific challenges and strengths of young
women in peacebuilding, CCYPS has ensured that Canada’s approach to peace and
security not only includes youth perspectives but also addresses gender-based barriers
that young women face. This achievement solidifies the coalition’s stance that
peacebuilding requires an intersectional approach, amplifying the voices of young
women as vital contributors to effective and inclusive peace.


https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/international_relations-relations_internationales/un-onu/statements-declarations/2024-10-24-women-debat-femmes.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.canadayps.org/more-than-tokens
https://www.canadayps.org/nerd-out-yps-podcast

These YPS wins underscore CCYPS’s progress in fostering a
comprehensive, youth-centered approach to peace and security that
aligns with WPS goals. By championing youth and gender inclusivity at
policy and implementation levels, CCYPS is positioning Canada to become
a leader in bridging WPS and YPS agendas, advocating for a future rooted
in sustainable, intergenerational peace.

Expanding Canada’s YPS Engagement on the Global
Stage

Beyond national advocacy, CCYPS has increasingly engaged in
international spaces to elevate Canadian youth perspectives within the YPS
agenda. Through initiatives like the Canadian Forum on the Road to Doha
and active participation in international dialogues, CCYPS brings Canadian
youth into the heart of global discussions on peace and security. These
initiatives underscore  CCYPS’s commitment to amplifying youth-led
peacebuilding on a global scale and fostering connections that extend
Canada’s contributions to inclusive, youth-centered peace efforts.

In collaboration with organizations across regions, CCYPS has enabled
Canadian youth to learn from and partner with international counterparts,
supporting a rich exchange of knowledge and experiences. These
partnerships promote cross-regional solidarity on peace and security
issues, reinforcing CCYPS’s vision of a cohesive, globally interconnected
YPS movement.

Notably, members of the CCYPS, have participated in global forums,
sharing Canadian youth insights on platforms like the Americas Youth
Peace Summit and the International Dialogue on Peacebuilding_and
Statebuilding_ (IDPS)_Dialogue on YPS. Through these engagements,

CCYPS showcases Canadian youth perspectives and advocates for policy
changes that support sustainable peace. These contributions reflect
CCYPS’s aspiration for an integrated global peace movement, where
young peacebuilders actively shape the international YPS agenda and
strengthen Canada’s role within it.



https://www.canadayps.org/canadian-forum-on-the-road-to-doha
https://www.canadayps.org/post/reporting-back-from-argentina-the-americas-youth-peace-summit
https://www.canadayps.org/post/reporting-back-from-argentina-the-americas-youth-peace-summit
https://www.canadayps.org/post/reflections-on-the-idps-dialogue-on-yps
https://www.canadayps.org/post/reflections-on-the-idps-dialogue-on-yps

Looking Forward: Sustaining YPS within Canada’s
Peace and Security Policy

The integration of YPS within Canada’s WPS framework has shown
promising results, yet CCYPS remains committed to sustaining and
advancing these efforts. As Canada progresses with CNAP3, CCYPS
continues to advocate for youth-inclusive policies that tackle urgent
challenges like climate security, cybersecurity, and intergenerational
equity. Additionally, CCYPS aims to expand Canada’s role in global YPS
leadership, aspiring for Canada to become a trusted ally within the YPS
community and to stand alongside leaders like Jordan and Finland in
championing youth-driven peacebuilding on the international stage.
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